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Pubr h d in the 

XTRAORD .ARY I OF TRIP ;RA AZETTE 


Agart.ala. Thursday, July 31. 2003 A. 0 . 

Sravana 9, 1925 S. E. 


PART-I - Orders and NotJficattons by the Government of Tripura. 
Tre H gh Court, Government Treasury etc. 

GOVE~iENT OF TRIPURA 

ED C TIO OClAL \\"7£LFARE & SOCIAL EDUCATION) DEPARTMENT 


'o E , - 5 1 DSlfE/ 0 114209-308 Dated, Agarta/a, the 4th ]11!J, 2003. 

NOTIFICATION 

ouficatloo N o. F. 8 (5-1 )/DSWE/ 01 dated 1 sr July 2003 issued from the E ducauon (Social 

\X1dtuc , 'oaal Educat:on) Department, Government of Tripura, Agartala is hereby published in 

npur:i C.r.lzctte for general informauon. 

By order of the Governo r, 

H. Bhowmik 

C :Jder Secrerary ro the 

Goverruncnt o f Tripura. ..• 
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GOVERNMENTOFTRIPURA 
EDUCATION (SOCIAL WELFARE & SOCIAL EDUCATION) DEPARTMENT 1 

No. F. 87 (5-1)-DSWE/ 01 Dated, Agartala, the 1st July, 2003. 

NOTIFICATION 

lo exercise o f the powers conferred by Section 10 o f the D owry Prohibition Act, 1961 
( Central Act 28 of 1961 )

1 
the Governor o f Tripura has been pleased to make the following Rules for 

t carrying out the purpose of the said Act :­

I 
~ 1. Short title and commencement :­
I 
I 

' t (1) · These rules may be call~d t4e Tripura Dowry. Prohibition Rules, 2003. 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official 

Gazette. 

2_ Definitions :- In these rules, unless tlte c.ontex_t otherwise requires ­
- . 

(a) "Act" mens the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 ( Central Act 28 of 1961 ) ; 

(b) ,"Advisory Board" means a Board constituted in a<:cordance with Sub-Secnon 

(4) o f S~crion 8B of the Act to advise -and assist Dowry Prohibition 

O fficers; 

(c) . "Chief D owry Prohibition O fficer" means an officer o f the State 

Government entrusted with the duties and responsibilities under these 

ru!es; 

-- (d) "Dowry Prolubition Officer" means an officer appointed as such by the State 
Government under Section 8B of the Act ; · 

(e) "Prohibition O fficer" means a D istrict Probation Officer or Additional 

District Probation O fficer or City Probauon O fficer appointed as such under 

the Probation of O ffenders Act, 1958 ( Central Act 20 of 1958 ) ; 

(t) "Police O fficer" means an O fficer in the Stare Police Deparcment ; 

(g) " recognized Welfare lnsarution or O rganization" mews :in Instirution or 

O rganization recognized :1s such under sub-clause (ii) o f chuse 1b) Sub-
Section ( l '1 o f Secoon 7 of the Act ; ' 

(h) "District Magistrate" and "Complrums" shall h,l\·e the same meaning as 

respecrivd y :1ssigned to them and defined under the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 (2 of l 97 4) ; 

(i) . The w0rds .inJ cx¢ess1011s used in these rule . but not defined shall have the 
mearun~ respecnvelv a::.signeJ ro chem u1 th. \ t · 

~ . c . ­
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,,... 3. Jurisdiction of Dowry Prohibition Officer : 

The area in r~spect of which the D owry Prohibition Officer lus to exercise jurisdiction and 
po~er ~dcr sub-section (1) of section 8--B of the Act shall be the area specified for the purpose by a 
notificanon of the S1:2tc Government in the O fficial Gazette. 

4. Procedure for filling complai.'nta : 

A comp~tmay be 6lcd b~ anr aggrieved person or a parent Ot other rel2tive of such person 
o.r by ~y Recogruzed Welfare Instltutloo or Organisation in writing to Dowry Prohibition Officet, 
e.ither m person or through a messenger or by post. 

5. Additional functions to be performed by the Dowry Prohibition Officct :­
(i) H e s~~ll endeavor to create awareness among the public by org.aniziag camps, 

publicity through laformation & Broadcasting Deputmcnt, Panclayat Sam.iti 
~md other media against dowry and to involve local people for prevention of 
dowry; 

(ii) He shall conduct surprise checks and discreet enquiries to asc.c:rtam wb.c:ther 
there has been any violation of the provisions of the Act/Rule.s. 

(iii) He shall receive complaints for any offence under the Act &om the party or 
person aggrieved or any other persons/ organiution. 

(iv) He shall maintain a register for the purpose of the Act to record all 
complaints, enquiries and results thereof and other relevant mfonnation 
connected therewith in the prescribed Femi N o. 1. He shall also mam~ 
separate files with relevant·records for each individual case ; 

. (v) He shall act as the Member Secretary/Convener of the Advuory Board. He 
shall maint.ain regular contact- with the members o f the Advisory Board for 
necessary advice and assistance. from them. He shall in for the Distncr 
.l\Aagistrate or any o ther person authorized by the State Govcmmcnt for the 
purpose, about all the affairs rearing to opc.atioo of the ~ u and when 
necessary ; 

(vt) He shall keep in his custody all the lists o r presents submitted by the parries to 

any marriage and make enmes relating thereto in a Register to be m2inwncd 
for the purpose. He shall also exanunc these lists and en.sure compliance o f 
the provisions of the Dowry Prohibition (MaintctWlCC of Ll!ts of Prcscots 
to the Bride and Bridegroom) Rule , 1985. 

(vii) He shall discharge lus duties with due care, deco~ p~cy and in a 
n\aoner to uphold the digrury and harmony o f fanul rcbaonships. 

(viii) T he dowry prohibiaon officer' appr ach ·ball be pnm.a.nly prcvcnnvc: and 
remedial and pro ecution hall be recomm nded or ccso~ed t~ only if all 
other measures and dire tions arc found 111cffccnvc or plltlcs fail to comply 
with orders or directions with in the stipubtcd ti.me. 

(ix) Every such comph1inr rcccivc<l by the D wry Prohibition Offic;er shAll be 
qcrially numbcrcJ and duly registered in a Register Ul Form No. II a.nnc.~ to 

these rules. 

(x) · 1 he Dowry Prohibition Officer ·hnll cxu tinizc the compWnt and if it is 
found that the natu~re un<l thc contents o f the com plaint is sucll apparently 
ciJm Ulg with in rhe purview of Section or 4 o r: 4A o~ 5 or 6 o f the Act, .he 
will unmediately conduct an en'!uiry to coll~ct such ev1dcnce from the parties 
:i~1 to the genuineness of the compw nt. 
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(xi) The Dowry Prohibirion Officers shall send quarter~y reporc_to the Chief Dowry, 
Prohibition Officer as co the ownber of comp~ts received under the act 
and the action taken or the nature o f settlement of the issue in Form No. II 
annexed to these rules. The D owry Prohibition Officer shall send such 
details or reports as may be required by Chief Dowry Prohibition Officer or 
the· Government from time to time. 

(xii) 	 The Dowry Prohibition Officer shall conduct an, on .the sp.pt investigation 
and can collect such evidence either oral or in writing from the parties or 
witnesses or he can fix up. a hearing of the parties and witnesses in his office 
or in a place convenient to him without causing much inconvenience or 
hardship to the parties. 

(xiii) 	 The Dowry Prohibition Officer shall intimate or serve notices to the parties 
and witnesses of the date, time and place of hearing of the complaints in 
Form III annexed to these Rules. 

(xiv) 	 Every petition shall be enquired into and heard and come to a finding with.in 
a month from the date of its receipt. 

(xv) 	 Where on the date fixed for hearing of the complaint or pennon or on any 
-other ~ date to \vhich such hearing may be adjourned, the complaint or 
Petirinner does not appear -the ·Dowry' Prohibition Officer, may in its 
discre,t;iort,.~i~er Qi~miss the complaint or petition for default or hear and 
come to' :i'finpi,Gg ~;," to its merit, which shall be recorded in the case file. 

(xvi) 	 The Dowry Prohibition Officers. may utilize, the services of District 
Probation Officers or Additional District Probation Officers or City 

-	 Probation Officers of the area for collecting infornration or conducting 
enquiries or assisting in any stage or enquiries or proceedings relating to a 
complaint, petition or application nnder the Dowry Prohibition Act. 

(xvii) 	 On receipt of requisition from the Dowry Prohibition Officer, the Probation 
<?fficers shall conduct necessary enquiries, collect information and furnish 
:mch details or report promptly as requested by him. · 

(xviii) 	 \:vhere any dowry is received ~y any persons other than the woman an~ a 
complaint is receivecCin respect on non-transfer of such dowry to the Women 
who is entitled to it in accordance · with Section 6 of the Act the Dowry 
Prohibition Officer shall issue directions to parties to transfer the same within 
the scipulated time. 

(x.ix) 	 He :ihall specifically make it clear that marriages performed within his 
~ jurisdiction are W1::ely to be visited by him or his staff along with police 
o fficers to see that the provisions of the Act are not contravened. 

(xx) T he Dowry Prohibition Officer shall make necessary enquiries regarding non­
observance of the provision o f the Act in respect of the marriages held or 
proposed to be held within his jurisdiction. 

(xxi) 	 He shall ascertain and confirm by suitable means in respect of as many 
number of marriages as are held \llithin his jurisdiction as to whether the 
provisions of tl1e Act: '.lte being followed and are not being contravened. 

(x...x.u l The Dowry Prohibition O fficer while making enquiries under the ..\ct or when 
h·e attends a_mf. marn.age for the pu.i-poses o f making en,~uiries, taki~the 
dssist~mce of any police officer or other officers to assist lum in the 
p ~rfo:-mance of his func_tions and it: 1hall be the duty of the Police Officer to 
r::·nder :ill ass1st:ance reqUl!ed by the Dowry Prohibition O fficer. 

, 
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,. 	 (x..-.ciii) He shall render :lssistance to the police in investigating the complaint filed 
nnder the _\er :ind the Court in the trial of the case. 

(xxi>) He shall seek the guidance of Advisory Board in matters relating to their 
funccion.ing W1der the Act. 

(x::-..'"\r) 	 The Dowry Prohibition Officer (Member Secretary / Convener of the 
Advisory Board) shall send a copy of the proceedings of each meeting of the 
Advisory Board, within a fortnight from the date of meeting to the District 
l'\•fagistrate with a copy to the State Government for information and 
necessary actlon. 

' " \ XXVI ) 	 He shall also perform such o ther duties as may be assigned in this regard by 
the State Government. 

6. 	 Method of appointment, duties and functions of Chief D. P. 0. : 

(1) 	 The State Goverrunent shall designate the senior Officer of the concerne·d 
D epartment as the Chief Dowry Prohibition Officer to ad.minister and co-ordinate 
the work relating to Dowry Prohibition throughout the State; 

(2) 	 The Chief Dowry Prohibition Officer shall co-ordinate the work of D owry Prohibition 
O fficers and shall be responsible for creating consciousness and awareness to prevent 
dowry system among the public" and to set out programmes with a view to uproot the 
evil of dowry system. 

(3) 	 T he Chief D owry Prohibition O fficer shall be responsible for the prepara_tion and 
submission of an - Annual report on the progress of implementation of Dowry 
Prohibition Act and related matters and of such statistics as may from time to time 
be required by Government. 

(4) 	 T he Chief Dowry Prohibition Officer shall issue instructions to all the Departments 
o f the State-Government to the following effects : 

(i) 	 Every Goverrunent servant shall after his marriage furnish a declaration stating 
tlut he has llOt taken any dowry to Heado t aepartmenr. rne declaration' 
shall be signed by the wife, father and father-in-law. 

(ii) 	 O ne specified day in a year to be observed as Dowry Prohibition. Day. 

(iii) Pl•!~e to be :id.ministered to the students in schools and colleges and other 
u:sti~irions no t to give or take dowry. 

i . 	 Submission of list of presents by parties to the marriage :­

The parties to any marriage m: any o f the parents or either of them shall furnish to the concerned 
Dowry Prohibition Officer within one month from rhe date of marriage, a copy of the list of presents 
prepared in accordance with the Dowry Prohibition (l\.fointenance of List of Presents to the Bride and 
Bndegroom) Rules, 'l 985. 

3. 	 Procedure foir Prosecution of O fficers :­

in all· c:i~es o f complain cs investigated by Dowry Prohibition Officers when there is a prima 
f::ice finding as to the commission of an o ffence,·.the report shall be submitted to the competent 
\bgis~att: for prosecuting the offenders along with the sta tement recorded, all o ther connected 
docwnents of rte proceeding:; and a br]ef account of his findings. This report shall be deemed to be 
..J report under section 17 J o f Code o f Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Act 2 of 197 4). 
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. 	 )
9. Recognition of Welfare Instimnons :-	 d . f th c ll . 

. · arily devote to any o e LO owtng kin 
(1) :\ \\-'elfare lnsrirution or O~g.ii~sao~oti~i:;or :t period of not les~ than three Years ~ 

of work md has rendered remarkable ser:nce U1 th c·.) f lause (b) o f Sub-Secnon (1) of section ;1il
be eligible for s~g recognition under ::iub chuse 11 0 c of 
che _\ct. 

· n and training of women ; 
l . 	 Soci:U \X.'dfare including care, protecno . 

. . • v r f a Seate v.--ide or all India character, Ptonlincnt
b. Orgarusaoon of '\vomeo _o . 	 , 
\f:ihili Samajs or Women's O rgarusattons ; . . 

~ . . cl ding e and protecnon of destitute, Rescue women .,"dc. ::ioaal Defence ID u car 	 .... 
children. 

· .· t. 1_ vvers' interested in eradicating social evils.d. Any orgaruzaoon o ra'>. , • 

(2} .\ny welfare institutions or organization eligibl~ under sub-rule (1) ru:id desiring 
· · hall · k li · th S te Goverrunent ID Form IV annexed to these rui....recogmoon s ma ·e au app canon to e ta . . . . . . . ""' 

rogether with a copy of each of the Rules, Bye Laws, Arncles of assooan~n, lists of its ~embers_ and 
Office bearers and a report regarding its activities and past record of Social or Conunuruty Serv;ice. 

(3) The State Government may after making such enquiry by a Senior Officer o~ the-
concerned Dep~~unent and after considering the report as to tl~e n~tur~ a~d past record of s~~ce of 
the organization or institution which has presented the application 111 this re~ar~ grant recogrutton fot 
a period o f five years which can be renewed after submitting a renewal applicatt~n. 

(4) .-\n application for renewal or recognition shall be submitted in Form V annexed to 
these Rult!s in the manner prescribed in sub-rule (2) of Rule 9 which sh~ll be processc:;d as per the: 
procedure laid down in sub rule (3) and Recognition shall be granted/ renewed in cases where the 
working of the 111stitution or organization is reported to be fairly satisfactory. 

(5) The State Government may withdraw the recognition granted to an institution or 
urpniz:i.tion if rhe working of the institution/ organization is found or reported to be unsatisfactory by 
die Chief Dowry Prohibition O fficer or othe!\vise. 

• 
10. Limitation and Conditions subject to which a DPO may exercise. Powers of Poli~e 

Officer: 

(1) Save and except the provisions of Chapters v ·ot the Lode of Crimin~ Procedure;-­
namely, th_e pow_~r of arrest of ~person without warrant, the Dowry Prohibition Officer shall have the 
powers of a ponce officer under the said Code for the purpose of investigation and submission of 
report before the competent magistrnte. 

. (2) . \Vhe?ever ~e Dowry Proh.ibiaon Officer has reasonable orounds for believing that an 
offence purushable U!lder this Act has been or is being or is about to be co~ttedwithin his jurisdiction 
:rnd ~at the search of any_ pre~ses 'ivith warrant cannot be made witho ut undue delay, he may, after 
·ending the grounds of h1s belief to the District Magistrate........ .... ....search such premises without a 
wa::rant. 

(3) 3 efore making a se~ch ~nd~r sub-section (2), me Dowry Prohibition Officer shall call 
upon two or ~ere residents of the locality m which the p'-ce c·o b l d · · d to attend and · h 	 . · ia e searc 1e 1s situate ,
\i.ltness u e sear-:h, 2nd may issue an order in writin. g to them .... . f :h d 

•A any o r ein to o so. 

... , (~) .\ny person, without r: asomble cause, refuse.:; <Jr neglects, to attend and wimess a seai:ch 
d -1 d him shall be 

· ·• •15 e vere . or tenuere to , )
otf=nce under Section 187 i ; f t:he Indian PenalCo::le l45of 1860 . 
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r 11. Declaration of D. P. 0 . as public servant : 
.... .... 

Every Dov.rx1· Prohibition Officer shall be deemed co be a public servant within the meaning of 
sectton 21 o f the Indian Pen3.l Code, 1860. 

12. Protection of Ac'tion taken in good faith: 

o suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Government, Chief Dowry Prohibition 
Officer, Dowry Prohibition Officer and any Police Officer or person assisting to him, Probation 
Officer in respect of anything which is in good faith d~me or intended to be done in pursuance of the 
Ace or the Rules. 

13. Interpretation : 

If any question anse~ relating to the interpretation of these rules, the same shajl be referred to 
c.he Government for decision. 

14. Repeal and Savings : 

(1) The Tripura Dowry·Prohibiti.on Rules, 1991 ar~ hereby repealed. 

(2) Notw1thstan9,ing such repeal anything done or any action taken under the 
provisions of the said rules or regulations shall in so far as such thing or action is not inconsistep.t with 
the provisions of these rules, be deemed to have done or taken under the provisions of these rules as 
if c.hese_rules were m force when s.uch thing was done or such action taken and shall continue to be in 
force accordingly until superseded by any thing done or any action taken under rules: · 

By order of the Governor, 

H. Bhown1ik 
Under Secretary to the 
Government of Tripura. 

FORM--I 


[ See JRule 5 Sub Rule (iv) I 

REGISTER OF COMPLAINTS/PETITIONS 


:-1 N,, I 
I I 


I 

I 

I •st •>i 
complames 

~ .l.r.'li..: ' · 3tJ :Ira;~ 
oi p roooner 

Rt:lao•:mship 
.,,.,th the mar n<:d 

couple 

lhci.: ol 
=n~ 

D.icc o i 
rcci.:1pc of 
p1:oaon/ 
,;l1mpl.11m 

D.ite of 
hc:mng 

N:inm: oi 
J.tsposal 

l ruoals of 
Officer Rl::.\l4RKS 

.. .• 
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FORM--11 

[See Rule 5 Sub Rule (ix)] • nnJNG THE 
s REPORT REG~ 

QUATERLY PROGRES PROHIBITION ACT, 1961 
IMPLEMENTATION OF DOWRY 

I -

I DarccN~ture o f 

/\Ctl011 uuci:i.ls of REMARKSOcwls of D•r~ of scrtlemencN•cu«: of rakcnFrom ·.vho.n chc O fficerspcooon/:;1. No lk giscr:u:ion of issue 

I 
Crnnpl:uncs/Nome: & adJresscompl:unr; pennon

r<'CC!Ved 

I 

I . t 

{' 
I 

FORM--III 

[ See Rule 5 Sub Rule (xii) l 
NOTICE TO APPEAR BEFORE DOWRY PROHIBITION OFFICER 

.. 

To 

(Name of person against 


whom compL'lint has been 

received and address) 


whereas your ~ttendaace is necessary to collect information and gather evidence to a complaint 

0£............................................................. .... .... ...... (state shortly the alleged offence) you are hereby required 

co :ippea r in f etson before the Dowry Prohibi tion Officer o n the day of.... .. .................. ... ... 

:ic. .. . . .. .. . .•.... ... ......... . . ... (tfrne) in che O ffice of the ... ... ........................ ... ............ ............(Pb.ce). 


Dowry Prohibition Officer 
.. 

:J_red !he'. ........ ..... .. ........... :£.!)' •J 2001. ... 


(Office Seal) 

.. 
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FORM-IV 

[ See Rule 9 Sub Rule (2) ] 

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR RECOGNITION OF WELFARE 
INSTITUTION /ORGANISATION 

1. 	 ame o f the Welfare lnstirution/ 

O rganisation 


t 	 2. Full Address 

3. 	 Auns and Objectives 

4. 	 Name and address of the Head of the 

Instirution/ Orga.rusanon 


5. 	 Brief account o f its activities 

6. JustificJtion for gr:inting recognition 

7. 	 Has any such application been made Previously, 

if so its results together with Its date, month 

and year 


Any other parricub.rs : 

Enclosures : 

(1) 

5ignature of the Head oJ. th_e Welfare
PL:ce· Instil1:!tion/ Orgamsatron 

• 
D..tte: 
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FORM--V 
[ Sec Rule 9 Sub Rule (2) ) 

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR RECOGNITION OF WELFARE 
INSTITUTION/ORGANISATION 

l. 	 ame of the \Xi~lfare Iostirurioo/ 

Organi ation 


Full Address 

3. 	 Brief account of its achievements 


during last five years 


4. 	 Name and address of the Head of the 

Instirunon/ Orgarusation 


5. 	 Certificate No., date and date of expiry 

u. 	 Any other parncula.rs : 

Pl.lee: 

Stg 1i1t:1rr ~ lhi f lttJJ tJ/ th" II t.i:1rt
Da[e: l1JJf1tJt/1011I 0 rf!:.JIJ/J,1/'!Jn · 

------Prlllff:l u(;j,e ft • - - - - ----;·------ ­
ww·a 'iu r e1111111•11t Pnss, . I l!arta/(1. 


