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HIGHLIGHTS
The Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (43 of 2005)

e Any harm, injury tc health, safety, life, limb or well-being or
any other act or threatening or coercion, etc., by any adult
member of the family, constitutes domestic violence.

e Anv woman who is, or has been in a domestic or family
relationship, it is subjected to any act of domestic violence can
complain.

e Aggrieved or affected woman can complain to the concerned
Protection Officer, Police Officer, Service Provider or
Magistrate.

o Aggrieved woman has right to be informed about the available
services and free legal services, from the Protection Officer, etc.

e Shelter-home and medical facilities can be provided to
aggrieved woman.

e Interim compensation can be made available to aggrieved
woman.

e Proceedings of the complaint can be held in camera.

» Every aggrieved woman has right to reside in shared
household.

e Protection order by Magistrate can be given in favour of
aggrieved woman.

¢ Monetary relief can be given to aggrieved woman to meet
expenses or losses.

« Appeal can be made to Sessions Court within 30 days from the
order of concerned Magistrate.

¢ Imprisonment upto | year or a fine upto Rs. 20,000 or both for
breach of protection order by the opposite party.

e Drotection Officer can be prosecuted, upto 1 year imprisonment
or with a fine upto Rs. 20,000 or both for failure of his duties.

il



THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005

INTRODUCTION

Ach;l::ﬁ 1\';:;';;!;12 fCCOlr:] of 1994 and the Beijin-g Declaration and the Platform for
rights issu e. The Ga,ctedo‘”le_dged that domestic violence is undoubtedly a human
A Dl = A ETEN Nahops Committee on Convention on Elimination of All

s O Uiscnmination Against Women in its General Recommendations has
re(-()mmended thfat State parties should act to protect women against violence of
any k;pd, lespeaally that occurring within the family. The phenomenon of
domgshc Vlo.lence in India is widely prevalent but has remained invisible in the
public domain. The civil law does not address this phenomenon in its entirety.
Pn sently, where a woman is subjected to cruelty by her husband or his relatives,
it is an offgnce under section 498A of the Indian Penal Code. In order to provide
a Femefﬂy in the civil law for the protection of women from being victims of
domestic violence and to prevent the occurance of domestic violence in the society
the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Bill was introduced in the
Parliament.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Domestic violence is undoubtedly a human rights issue and serious deterrent
to development. The Vienna Accord of 1994 and the Beijing Declaration and the
Platform for Action (1995) have acknowledged this. The United Nations Committee
on Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) in its General Recommendation No. XII (1989) has recommended that
State parties should act to protect women against violence of any kind especially
that occurring within the family.

2. The phenomenon of domestic violence is widely prevalent but has remained
largely invisible in the public domain. Presently, where a woman is subjected to
cruelty by her husband or his relatives, it is an offence under section 498A of the
Indian Penal Code. The civil law does not however address this phenomenon in

its entirety.

3. It is, therefore, proposed to enact a law kgeping in yiew the rights
guaranteed under articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution to provide for a re.medy
under the civil law which is intended to protect the woman from being victims of
domestic violence and to prevent the occurance of domestic violence in the society.

4. The Bill, inter alia, seeks to provide for the following:—

o are or have been in a relationship with the
both parties have lived together in a shared hogseho!cl

et ty, marriage or through a relationship

elated by consanguini : | : , :
?::?hzrsarture of rKaIriage or adoption. In addition, relationships with

amil ivi joi i Iso included. Even
' mbers living together as a joint family are als

:hosey\?:men who agre sisters, widows, mothers, smgle women, Or
living with the abuser are entitled to legal protection mder the
prop%sed legislation. However, whereas the Bill enables the wife or the

1

(i) It covers those women wh
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The Protection _

. in a relationship in the nature of marriage to fjj,
female Iiv ms-der the proposed enactment against any relative of
mmp]amt u;. male P‘,rmer, it does not enable fmy ferlnale "‘-'lah've
hms:mqg;‘:j 0: the male partner to file a complaint against the wig,
the hus
the female partner.

(ii) It defines the expression "«
or threat or abuse that 1s P

of
or

«domestic violence” to include actua) ab
hysical, sexual, verbal, emotiona)

W <ment by way of unlawful dowry demands to

econOMIC. Hamxlv;\it;l;s o uld also be covered under this deﬁmﬁ:‘e
men to secure housing. It also Provides
‘4e in her matrimonial home or
¢ the right of 2 woman to reside in her . ;
lr:;useh::lﬁhwhether or not she has any title or rights in such home o
household: This right is secured by a residence order, which is Passed
by the Magistrate. ‘ .

(iv) It empowers the Magistrate to pass protection orders in favour of the
aggrieved person to prevent the respondent from f'n_dmg Or committi
an act of domestic violence or any other specified act, entering 5
workplace or any other place frequented. by the aggrieved person,
attempting to communicate with her, isolating any assets used by both
the parties and causing violence to the aggrieved person, her relatives
or others who provide her assistance from the domestic violence.

(v) It provides for appointment of Protection Officers and registration of
non-governmental organisations as service providers for providing
assistance to the aggrieved person with respect to her medical
examination, obtaining legal aid, safe shelter, etc.

5. The Bill seeks to achieve the above objects. The notes on clauses explain the
various provisions contained in the Bill.
ACT 43 OF 2005

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Bill having been passed by
both the Houses of Parliament received the assent of the President of India on
xg‘]\fgﬁte}-‘?bﬂ’ 2005. It came on the Statute Book as THE PROTECTION OF
e JUOSM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005 (43 of 2005) (Came into force

woman or her re
(iii) It provides for the rights of wo

e -

THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005

(43 of 2005)
[13th September, 2005]
An Act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of women guaranteed
under the Constitution who are victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as
follows:—
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY
1. Short title, extent and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.

(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

(3) It shall come into force on such date! as the Central Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “aggrieved person” means any woman who is, or has been, in a
domestic relationship with the respondent and who alleges to have
been subjected to any act of domestic violence by the respondent;

(b) “child” means any person below the age of eighteen years and

incfudes any adopted, step or foster child;

) tion order” means an order granted in terms of section 22;

(d) “custody order” means an order granted in terms of section 21;

(e) “domestic incident report” means a report made in the prescribed form
on receipt of a complaint of domestic violence from an aggrieved
person;

(f) “domestic relationship” means a relationship between two persons
who live or have, at any point of time, lived together in a shared
household, when they are related by consanguinity, marriage, or
through a relationship in the nature of marriage, adoption or are family
members living together as a joint family;

(g) “domestic violence” has the same meaning as assigned to it in
section 3;

(h) “dowry” shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in section 2 of
the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 (28 of 1961);

(i) “Magistrate” means the Judicial Magistrate of the first class, or as the
case may be, the Metropolitan Magistrate, exercising jurisdiction under
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974) in the area where the
aggrieved person resides temporarily or otherwise or the respondent
resides or the domestic violence is alleged to have taken place;

() “medical facility” means such facility as may be notified by the State
Government to be a medical facility for the purposes of this Act;

1. Came into force on 26-10-2006, vide S.0. 1776(E), dated 17th October, 2006, published

in the Gazette of India, Extra., Pt. II, Sec. 3(ii), dated 17th October, 2006.
3



4 The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 [Sec. 2

(k) “monetary relief” means the compensation which the Magistrate may
order the respondent to pay to the aggrieved person, at an stage
during the hearing of an application seeking any relief under this Act,
to meet the e incurred and the losses su.gered by the aggrieved
person as a result of the domestic violence;

() "notification” means a notification published in the Official Gazette
3nd the ression “notified” shall ge construed accordingly;

(m) Br bed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(n) otection Officer” means an officer appointed by the State

Government under sub-section (1) of section fo

(o) "prqtecﬁon order” means an order made in terms of section 18;

(p) “residence order” means an order granted in terms of sub-section (1)
of section 19;

(g “respondent” means any adult male person who is, or has been, in a
domestic relationship with the aggrieved person and against whom
the aggrieved person has sou, tanyre]ie}):nderthisAct:

. ﬂ_ieProwtileude thfat an aggriev: “:lfes;) offl female living in a relationship
in the na of a marriage ma ile a complaint against a relative
of the husband or the msaele payrtner. ¥

(r) “service provider” means an entity registered under sub-section (1) of
section 10;

(s) “shared household” means a household where the person aggrieved
lives or at any stage has lived in a domestic relationship either sinhﬁiy
or along with the respondent and includes such a household whether
owned or tenanted either ioir;tg by the aggrieved person and the
re;{:ltdent, or owned or tenanted by either of them in respect of which
either the aggrieved person or the respondent or both jointly or singly
have any rigﬁt, title, interest or equity and includes such a {ouse.hold
which may belong to the joint family of which the respondent is a
member, irrespective of whether the respondent or the aggrieved
person has any right, title or interest in the shared household.

() “shelter home” means any shelter home as may be notified by the State
Government to be a shelter home for the purposes of this Act.

COMMENTS

Expression “relationship in the nature of marriage” ]
If a man has a “keep” whom he maintains financially and uses mainly for sexual
and/or as a servant it would not be a relationship in the nature of marriage;
B‘ elusamy v. D. Patchaiammal, (2010) 10 SCC 469: JT 2010 (11) SC 325: (2010) 11 SCALE
112.

Words “Shared household” - meaning thereof .

The wife is only entitled to claim a right to residence in a shared household, and “a
shared household” ‘would only mean house belonging to or taken on rent l;y husband,
or house which belongs to j;:im iam.il{r of which husband is a member; S.R. Batra v. Smt.
Tarun Batra, 136 ( DLT 1 (SC): 1 (2007) DMC 1 (SC): 2007 (1) UJ 2 (5C).

Term "respondent”, scope thereof .

The term " ent” includes the term "female relative”. The legislature never
intended to exclude female relatives of the husband or male partner from the ambit of
a complaint that can be made under the provisions of the Act; S a Manoj Wankhade
v. Manoj Bhimrao Wankhade, (2011) 3 SCC (ESO: JT 2011 (3) SC 265: (2011) 2 SCALE 94: 2011
Cr L] 1687.

Words “adult male”

The Supreme Court declared that words “adult male” in section 2(q) of the Act 43
of 2005 wiﬁ stand deleted. Since these words do not square with Article 14 of the
Constitution of India. Consequently, the proviso to section 2(q) being rendered otiose,
also stand deleted; Harsora v. Harsora, Civil Appeal No. 10084 of 2016, decided on 6th
October, 2016.

Sec. 3]

3. Definition of domestic violence.—For the purposes O
omission or commission or conduct of the respondent shall ¢

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005

CHAPTER 1I

CE
DOMESTIC VIOLEN ¢ this Act, any act,

onstitute domestic

violence in case it—

(a)

®)

(©)
(d)

inj ife, limb or
harms or injures or endangers the health, safety, life,
well-being, ll\:\n]'l'\e’d\er mental or physical, of the aggrieved perszlls:r
tends to do so and includes causing physical abuse, sexual a L
verbal and emotional abuse and economic abuse; or g
harasses, harms, injures or endangers the aggrieved person with a
view tocoerceheroranyotherpersonrelatedtohertomeeta‘ny-
unlawful demand for any dowry or other property or valuable security;

or
has the effect of threatening the aggrieved person or any person related
to her by any conduct mentioned in clause (a) or clause (b); or

“otherwise injures or causes harm, whether physical or mental, to the

aggrieved person.

Explanation I.—For the purposes of this section,—

@

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

“physical abuse” means any act or conduct which is of such a nature

as to cause bodily pain, harm, or danger to life, limb, or health or

impair the health or development of the aggrieved person and includes
assault, criminal intimidation and criminal force;

“sexual abuse” includes any conduct of a sexual nature that abuses,

humiliates, degrades or otherwise violates the dignity of woman;

“verbal and emotional abuse” includes—

(a) insults, ridicule, humiliation, name calling and insults or ridicule
specially with regard to not having a child or a male child; and

(b) repeated threats to cause physical pain to any person in whom the
aggrieved person is interested.

“economic abuse” includes—

(a) deprivation of all or any economic or financial resources to which
the aggrieved person is entitled under any law or custom whether
payable under an order of a court or otherwise or which the
aggrieved requires out of necessity including, but not
limited to, household necessities for the aggrieved person and her
children, if any, stridhan, property, jointly or separately owned by
the aggrieved person, payment of rental related to the shared
household and maintenance;

(b) disposal of household effects, any alienation of assets whether
movable or immovable, valuables, shares, securities, bonds and the
like or other property in which the aggrieved person has an
interest or is entitled to use by virtue of the domestic relationship
or which may be reasonably required by the aggrieved person or
her children or her stridhan or any other property jointly or
separately held by the aggrieved person; and

(c) prohibition or restriction to continued access to resources or
facilities which the aggrieved person is entitled to use or enjoy by
virtue of the domestic relationship including access to the shared
household.
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_ of determining whether any act, omiss;
Explanation 11.—For the purpose dent constitutes “domestic violence” unqe,

issi t of the respon
:hogmmﬁb;j?; otfhzox::an facts and circumstances of the case shall be taken P

consideration.
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CHAPTER Il

WERS AND DUTIES OF PROTECTION OFFICERS,
i SERVICE PROVIDERS, ETC.

i Protection Officer and exclusion of liability of informant._
(1) ,:n:n pf::};:h;:; ?\as reason to believe that an act of‘domestic_: violence has been,
or is being, or is likely to be committed, may give information about it to the
concerned Protection Officer.

(2) No liability, civil or criminal, shall be incurred.by any person for giving 2
good faith of information for the purpose of sub-section (1).

5. Duties of police officers, service providers _and Magistrate.—A police
officer, Protection Officer, service provider or Magistrate who has received a
complaint of domestic violence or is otherwise present at the place of an incident
of domestic violence or when the incident of domestic violence is reported to him,
shall inform the aggrieved person—

(a) of her right to make an application for obtaining a relief by way of a
protection order, an order for monetary relief, a custody order, a

residence order, a compensation order or more than one such order
under this Act;

(b) of the availability of services of service providers;
(c) of the availability of services of the Protection Officers;

(d) of her right to free legal services under the Legal Services Authorities
Act, 1987 (39 of 1987);

() of her right to file a complaint under section 498A of the Indian Penal
Code (45 of 1860), wherever relevant:

Provided that nothing in this Act shall be construed in any manner as to

relieve a police officer from his duty to proceed in accordance with law upon
receipt of information as to the commission of a cognizable offence.

6. Duties of shelter homes.—If an aggrieved person or on her behalf a
Protection Officer or a service provider requests the person in charge of a shelter
home to provide shelter to her, such person in charge of the shelter home shall
provide sheiter to the aggrieved person in the shelter home.

7. Duties of medical facilities.—If an 2

. ggneved person or, on her behalf a
Pmtenmn Officer or a service provider requests the perpszn in charge of a medical
:m:m- to prov ide any medical aid to her, such person in charge of the medical
acl :\;halllpmnde medical aid to the aggrieved person in !hE medical facility.
notmlatzra '”;':: of lhlotection Officers.—(1) The State Government shall, by
s ey E " such number of Protection Officers in each district as it may
Protection Offwernsm aund":ha_ll a:: e el era Y. Mo within which: 2
him by or under this Act | FOer> and perform the duties conferred on

Sec. 10] The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act. 2005 T

(2) The Protection Officers shall as far as passible be women and shall passess
such qualifications and experience as may be presc ribed

(3) The terms and conditions of service of the Protecior Officer and the otner
officers subordinate to him shall be such as mav be prescriped

9. Duties and functions of Protection Officers.—(1, [t snall oe the duny of the
Protection Officer—

(a) to assist the Magistrate in the discharge of hus functions under this Act.

(b) to make a domestic incident report to the Magistrate 1n such form and
In such manner as may be prescribed, upon receipt »f a complaint of
domestic violence and forward copies thereof to the police officer in
charge of the police station within the local limuts of w hose jurisdichon
domestic violence 1s alleged to have been comunutted 2nd to the service
providers in that area;

(c) to make an appiication in such form and in such manner as mea. be
prescribed to the Magistrate, if the aggrieved person so desires
claiming relief for issuance of a protection order,

(d) to ensure that the aggrieved person is provided legal aid under the
Legal Services Authonties Act, 1987 (39 of 1967 and make 2 ailable
iree of cost the prescribed form in which a complaint 1s to be made

fe) t» maintain a bst ot all serice providers providing legal aid or
-ounselling, shelter homies and medical facilities 1n a local area withun
the iunisdiction of the Magstrate,

(f to make available 2 sate shelter home, it the aggrieved person sc
requires and forward a copy of his report of having lodzed the
aggneved person in a shelter home to the police station and the
Magistrate having jurisdiction in the area where the sheiter home s
situated;

(g) to get the aggrieved person medically examuned. if she has sustained
bodily injuries and forward a copy of the medical report to the police
station and the Magistrate having junsdiction 1n the area where the
domestic violence is alleged to have been taken place

(h) toensure that the order for monetary rehief under sechon 20 1s complied
with and executed, 1n accordance with the procedure prescnbed under
the Code of Criminal Procedure. 1973 (2 of 1974)

T
g
e

{i) to perform such other duties as mav be prescnibea
(2) The Protection Officer shall be under the control and supervision of the

Magistrate, and shall perform the duties imposed on him by the Magstrate and
the Government by, or under this Act

10. Service providers.— 1) Subject to such rules as mav be made in this behalf,
anv voluntary association registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21
of 1860 or a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 (1 of 1956) or any
other law tor the time being in force with the objective of protecting the nghts and
interests of women by any law ful means including providing of legal ad, medical,
financial or other assistance shall register itself with the State Government as a
service provider for the purposes of this Act.
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(2) A service provider registered under sub-section (1) shall have the power

ke . ¥
Y oo il 0 domestic incident report in the prescribed form if the

aggrieved person s0 desires anq forwaid a copy Fhergof to the
Magpstrate and the Protection Officer having jurisdiction in the a rea
where the domestic violence took place;

(b) get the aggrieved person medicall)_/ exami‘ned and furward_ a copy of
the medical report to the Protection Officer and the police station
within the local limits of which the domestic violence took place;

ensure that the aggrieved person is provided shellc_er in a shelter home,
if she so requires and forward a repm"t of lhg ]odg!ng_ of the aggrieved
person in the shelter home to the police station within the local limits
of which the domestic violence took place.

(3) No suit, prosecution or other legal prf)cc'eding sfhall lie against any service
provider or any member of the service provider w_hu is, or w.h(_) is deeme:d to be,
acting or purporting to act under this Act, for anythmg_ which is in good‘ faith done
or intended to be done in the exercise of powers or discharge of functions under
this Act towards the prevention of the commission of domestic violence.

11. Duties of Government.—The Central Government and every State
Government, shall take all measures to ensure that—

(a) the provisions of this Act are given wide publicity through public
media including the television, radio and the print media at regular
intervals;

(b) the Central Government and State Government officers including the
police officers and the members of the judicial services are given
periodic sensitization and awareness training on the issues addressed
by this Act;

(c) effective co-ordination between the services provided by concerned
Ministries and Departments dealing with law, home affairs including
law and order, health and human resources to address issues of
domestic violence is established and periodical review of the same is
conducted;

(d) protocols for the various Ministries concerned with the delivery of

services to women under this Act including the courts are prepared
and put in place.

CHAPTER 1V

PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING ORDERS OF RELIEFS

12. Application to Magistrate.—(1) An aggrieved person or a Protection Officer
orany other person on behalf of the aggrieved person may present an application
to the Magistrate seeking one or more reliefs under this Act:

dnevide. .

. Provided that before passing any order on such application, the Magistrate
s)hall take into consideration any domestic incident report received by him from the
Protection Officer or the service provider. -

2 » relief s 1 i
(2) The relief sought for under sub-section (1) may include a relief for issuance
of an order for payment of compensation or damages without prejudice to the right

Sec. 16) The Protection of Women from Domestic Violente Act 2005 9

of such person to institute a suit for compensation or darmage for the injunes

caused by the acts of domestic violence committed by the respondent

Provided that where a decree for any amount as compensation or damages has

been passed by any court in favour of the aggricved person, the armount, i any,
pard or payable in pursuance of the order made by the Magastrate under this Act
shall be set off agamst the amount payable under such decree and the decree shall,
lltll\\'tll\'\hllldln;; '”W””"H contuned in the € ode of Civil Proceduare, 1905 (5 of
1908), or any other law for the ime bemng i force, b e utable tor the balance
amount, if any, left abter such set off

(3) Every application under <ub-sedtion (1) shall be in such torm and contamn
such p.ll’tl( ulars as m.]},‘ be prese ribed or as nearly as l_laJ\-HI}lll‘ thereta

(4) The Magastrate shall fix the firat date of hearing, which shall not ordinanily
be beyond three days trom the date of receipt of the application by the court

(5) The Magstrate shall endeay our to dispose of cvery application made under
sub-section (1) within a p(-rlnd of sixty days from the date of its birst hearnng

COMMENTS
An applicant under sechion 12 canmot be hiled betore Fammaly Court because
proceeding under section 12 of the Act, o per S heme of the Act, has o be frled betor
the Magistrate to entertam the application ety soeh v Siond Soch. AIR 2008 ¢ hb

13. Service of notice. —(1) A notie of the date of hearing fined under
section 12 shall be given by the Magistrate ta the Protection Ofticer, who shall oot
it served by such means as may be prescribed on the respondent, and onany other
person, as directed by the Magistrate within a maximum period of two davs or
such further reasonable ime as mav be allowed by the Magistrate from the date
ot its receipt.

(2) A declaration of service ot notice made by the Protection Officer i ~uch
form as may be prescribed shall be the proot that such notice was served upon the
rohpnnde-nt and on any other person as directed by the Magistrate unless the
contrary 1s proved.

14. Counselling.—(1) The Magistrate may, at anv stage ot the proceedings
under this Act, direct the respondent or the aggrieved person, either smgly or
jointly, to undergo counselling with any member ot a service provider who possess
such qualifications and experience m counselling as may be prescribed.

(2) Where the Magistrate has issued any divection under sub-section (1), he
shall tix the next date of hearing of the case within a period not exceeding bvo
months.

15. Assistance of welfare expert.—In any proceeding under this Act, the
Magistrate may secure the services of such person, preferably a woman, whether
related to the aggricved person or not, including a person engaged in promoting
family weltare as he thinks fit, for the purpose of assisting him in discharging his
functions.,

16. Proceedings to be held in camera—It the Magistrate considers that the
circumstances of the case so warrant, and it either party to the proceedings so
desires, he may conduet the proceedings under this Act i camera.
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17. Right to reside in a shared hous_ehqld.—{l) Nohm"::cl)stand'ing anyth;
contained in any other law for the time being in force, el\lfer)’ p Il]dlml ll:\ a domegtj,
relationship shall have the right to reside in the shared household, whether or p,
she has any right, title or beneficial interest in the same.

(2) The aggrieved person shall not be evicted or excluded from the shareq

household or any part of it by the respondent save in accordance with the

procedure established by law.
COMMENTS _

The claim for alternative accommodation can only be made against !\USband and not
against in-laws or other relatives. The wife is only entitled to claim a right to residence
in a shared household, and “a shared household” would only mean house belonging to
or taken on a rent by husband, or house which belongs to joint family of which husbang
is a member; S.R. Batra v. Smt. Tarun Batra, Civil Appeal No. 5837 of 2006 (Supreme
Court) decided on 15th December, 2006.

18. Protection orders.—The Magistrate may, after giving the aggrieved person
and the respondent an opportunity of being heard and on being prima facie
satisfied that domestic violence has taken place or is likely to take place, pass a
protection order in favour of the aggrieved person and prohibit the respondent
from—

(a) committing any act of domestic violence;
(b) aiding or abetting in the commission of acts of domestic violence;

(c) entering the place of employment of the aggrieved person or, if the
person aggrieved is a child, its school or any other place frequented by
the aggrieved person;

(d) atten_1pﬁng to communicate in any form, whatsoever, with the
aggrieved person, including personal, oral or written or electronic or
telephonic contact;

(e) allenaﬁng‘any assets, operating bank lockers or bank accounts used or
held or enjoyed by both the parties, jointly by the aggrieved person and
the respondent or singly by the respondent, including her stridhan or
any other property held either jointly by the parties or separately by
them without the leave of the Magistrate;

(f) causing violence to the dependants, other i
give the aggrieved person assistance fromrt:ilgfn\;i,iigrv?:l);r}::;;son "

(g) committing any other act as specified in the protection order.

et (1) of econ 13, MogittosEur 8 of 0 spplcaon under
: 9 agistrat i isfi i
violence has taken place, pass a resgidencee ::32:/;—?-'\ Gl i
(a) restraining the respondent from dis
disturbing the possession of the a
bnusehold, whether or not the re
interest in the shared household:

(b) directing the respondent to remove himself from the shared household;

(c) restraining the respondent o f
_ r any of his relatj i
portion of the shared household in which ﬂ\i ngise\ff:jr;g;:;ln:egi;rez

Possessing or in any other manner
ggrieved person from the shared
spondent has a legal or equitable
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(d) restraining the respondent from alienating or disposing off the shared

household or encumbering the same;

(¢) restraiming the respondent from renouncing his rights mn the shared
household except with the leave of the Magistrate; or

{f) direchng the respondent to  secure  same level of alternate
accommodation for the aggrieved person as enjoyed by her in the
shared household or to pay rent for the same, if the circumstances so
require:

Provided that no order under clause (b) shall be passed against any person
who is a woman

{2) The Magistrate may impose any additional conditions or pass an other
direction which he may deem reasonably necessary to protect or to provide for the
safety of the aggrieved person or any child of such aggrieved person

(3) The Magistrate may require from the respondent to execute a bond, with
or without sureties, for preventing the commission of domestic violence

(4) An order under sub-section (3) shall be deemed to be an order under
Chapter VIII of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974) and shall be dealt
with accordingly.

(5) While passing an order under sub-section (1), sub-section (2) or sub-section
(3), the court may also pass an order directing the officeran-charge ot the nearest
police station to give protection to the aggnieved person or to assist her or the
person making an application on her behalf in the implementation of the order

(6) While making an order under sub-section (1), the Magistrate may imposv
on the respondent obligations relating to the discharge of rent and other pavments,
having regard to the financial needs and rescurces of the parties.

(7) The Magistrate may direct the officer-in-charge of the police staton in
whose jurisdiction the Magistrate has been approached to assist in the
implementation of the protection order.

(8) The Magistrate may direct the respondent to return to the possession of the
aggrieved person her stridhan or any other property or valuable security to which
she is entitled to.

20. Monetary reliefs.—(1) While disposing of an application under sub-
section (1) of section 12, the Magistrate may direct the respondent to pay monetary

reliet to meet the expenses incurred and losses suffered by the aggrieved person

and any child of the aggrieved personas a result of the domestic violence and such
reliet 1{1.1_\' mnclude, but is not limited to,—

(a) the loss of earnings;

(b) the medical expenses;

(¢) the loss caused due to the destruction, damage or removal of any

property from the control of the aggrieved person, and
. grieved person as well as her children, if

any, including an order under or in addiﬁon_ ti? an order of
maintenance under section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,

1973 (2 of 1974) or any other law for the time being in force.

(d) the maintenance for the ag,
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(2) The monetary relief granted under this section shall be adequate, fair ang
reasonable and consistent with the standard of living to which the aggrieved
Person is accustomed.

(3) The Magistrate shall have the power to order an appropriate lump sum
Payment or monthly payments of maintenance, as the nature and circumstances
of the case may require.

(4) The Magistrate shall send a copy of the order for monetary relief made
under sub-section (1) to the parties to the application and to the in-charge of the
police station within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the respondent resides,

(5) The respondent shall pay the monetary relief granted to the aggrieved
person within the period specified in the order under sub-section (1).

(6) Upon the failure on the part of the respondent to make payment in terms
of the order under sub-section (1), the Magistrate may direct the employer or a
debtor of the respondent, to directly pay to the aggrieved person or to deposit with
the court a portion of the wages or salaries or debt due to or accrued to the credit
of the respondent, which amount may be adjusted towards the monetary relief
payable by the respondent.

21. Custody orders.—Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law
for the time being in force, the Magistrate may, at any stage of hearing of the
application for protection order or for any other relief under this Act grant
temporary custody of any child or children to the aggrieved person or the person
making an application on her behalf and specify, if necessary, the arrangements
for visit of such child or children by the respondent:

Provided that if the Magistrate is of the opinion that any visit of the respondent
may be harmful to the interests of the child or children, the Magistrate shall refuse
to allow such visit.

22. Compensation orders.—In addition to other reliefs as may be granted
under this Act, the Magistrate may on an application being made by the aggrieved
person, pass an order directing the respondent to pay compensation and damages
for the injuries, including mental torture and emotional distress, caused by the acts
of domestic violence committed by that respondent.

23. Power to grant interim and ex parte orders.—(1) In any proceeding before
him under this Act, the Magistrate may pass such interim order as he deems just
and proper.

(2) If the Magistrate is satisfied that an application prima facie discloses that
the respondent is committing, or has committed an act of domestic violencef or that
there is a likelihood that the respondent may commit an act of domestic violence,
he may grant an ex parte order on the basis of the affidavit in f;uch form, as m_f}’

be prescribed, of the aggrieved person under section 18, section 19, section 20,
section 21 or, as the case may be, section 22 against the respondent.

24. Court to give copies of order free of cost.—The Magistrate shall, in all

. - . ; of such
cases where he has passed any order under this Act, uydq that a copy o
order, shall be given free of cost, to the partief. to the dp_phcahm\. th.e police o bi: g
in-charge of the police station in the jurisdiction of vgh:;h the Mag:str'ate ha!vf e
approached, and any service provider located within the local limits ©
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25. Duration and alteration of orders.—(1) A P > splies for discharge.
section 18 shall be in force till the aggrieved person PP ;i S vl Bt

(2) If the Magistrate, on receipt of an application frtg?drs:ggﬂmm reqpe, usoiring
the respondent, is satisfied that there is a change in der this Act, he may,
alteration, modification or revocation of any order made unde A . 'm Koy
for reasons to be recorded in writing pass such order, as he may deem approp

COMMENTS
g i odification or

When specific remedy by way of appeal or by way of alteration, modifi
revocation olfx;y order, his been provided under the Act, prima facie, the petition unde;
Article 227 of the Constitution is not maintainable; Amit Sundra v. Ms. Sheetal Khanna, 200,
Cr LJ 66 (Del). .

26. Relief in other suits and legal proceedings.—(1) Any relief aval!able under
sections 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 may also be sought in any legal proceeding, before
a civil court, family court or a criminal court, affecting the aggrieved person and
the respondent whether such proceeding was initiated before or after the
commencement of this Act.

(2) Any relief referred to in sub-section (1) may be sought for in addition to and
along with any other relief that the aggrieved person may seek in such suit or legal
proceeding before a civil or criminal court.

(3) In case any relief has been obtained by the aggrieved person in any
proceedings other than a proceeding under this Act, she shall be bound to inform
the Magistrate of the grant of such relief.

27. Jurisdiction.—(1) The court of Judicial Magistrate of the first class or the
Metropolitan Magistrate, as the case may be, within the local limits of which—

(a) the person aggrieved permanently or temporarily resides or carries on
business or is employed; or

(b) the respondent resides or carries on business or is employed; or

(c) the cause of action has arisen,

shall be the competent court to grant a protection order and other orders under this
Act and to try offences under this Act.

(2) Any order made under this Act shall be enforceable throughout India.

28. Prqcedure.—-(l) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, all proceedings
under sections 12, 18, 1?,.20, 21, 22 and 23 and offences under section 31 shall
be governed by the provisions of the Code of C riminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974).

(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall prevent the court from laying down its own
procedure for disposal of an application under section 12 or under sub-section (2)
of section 23.

P 2“:; Appeal.—There shall lie an appeal to the Court of Session within thirty
ays from the date on which the order made by the Magistrate is served on the
aggrieved person or the respondent, as the case may be, whichever is later.,
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Women from Domestic Violence
CHAPTER V
MISCELL ANEOUS ” el
ice providers to be <
0. ptection Ot and member, o ST T S Pl
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or };rc?;rs made thereunder shall be deemed to Z; Pfu1860) ithin the
meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (45 0 . 1
31. Penalty for breach of protection order by respﬂt:ndent.—é ) ti‘\:reach of
protection order, or of an interim protection order, by the respondent s all bg an
offence under this Act and shall be punishable with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may
extend to twenty thousand rupees, or with both.

i icable be tried by th
(2) The offence under sub-section (1) shall as far as practica y the
Magistrate who has passed the order, the breach of which has been alleged to have
been caused by the accused.

(3) While framing charges under sub-section (1), the Magistrate may also frame
charges under section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) or any other
provision of that Code or the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 (28 of 1961), as the case
may be, if the facts disclose the commission of an offence under those provisions.

32. Cognizance and proof.—(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), the offence under sub-section (1) of
section 31 shall be cognizable and non-bailable.

(2) Upon the sole testimony of the aggrieved person, the court may conclude

that an offence under sub-section (1) of section 31 has been committed by the
accused.

33. Penalty for not discharging duty by Protection Officer.—If any Protection
Officer fails or refuses to discharge his duties as directed by the Magistrate in the
protection order without any sufficient cause, he shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or
with fine which may extend to twenty thousand rupees, or with both.

34. Cognizance of offence committed by Protection Officer.—No prosecution
or f(i':ltehder liiatl}‘proceedmg shall lie against the Protection Officer unless a complaint
is wi e previous sanction of the State G i ised
bl overnment or an officer authorise

35. Protection of action taken in good faith.—N i i

‘ _ t -—No suit, prosecution or other
lfegal proceeding shall lie against the Protection Officer for anF\'/ damage caused or
likely to be caused by anything which is in good f; ; i

; aith done or done
under this Act or any rule or order made thereunder SErEntog o e
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37. Power of Central Government to make ry e Centra

) o ke rules.—(1) The C !
Government may, by notificati i o o i

. y, by cation, make rules for carrying out the provisions of this
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(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely.—
(a) the qualifications and experience which a Protection Officer shall
possess under sub-section (2) of section 8;
(b) the terms and conditions of service of the Protection Officers and the
other officers subordinate to him, under sub-section (3) of section 8;

(c) the form and manner in which a domestic incident report be made
under clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 9; e

(d) the form and the manner in which an application for protection order
may be made to the Magistrate under clause (c) of sub-section (1) of
section 9;

(e) the form in which a complaint is to be filed under clause (d) of sub-
section (1) of section 9;

(f) the other duties to be performed by the Protection Officer under clause
(i) of sub-section (1) of section 9;

(g) the rules regulating registration of service providers under sub-section
(1) of section 10;

(h) the form in which an application under sub-section (1) of
section 12 seeking reliefs under this Act may be made and the

particulars which such application shall contain under sub-section (3)
of that section;

(i) the means of serving notices under sub-section (1) of section 13;

() the form of declaration of service of notice to be made by the Protection
Officer under sub-section (2) of section 13;

(k) the qualifications and experience in counselling which a member of the
service provider shall possess under sub-section (1) of section 14;

(1) the form in which an affidavit may be filed by the aggrieved person
under sub-section (2) of section 23;

(m) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prescribed.

(3) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be aftgr it is
made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total penod. of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more sucsess_we
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the session
or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any
modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be n}?d?
the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no:a t;c;i’l
as the case may be; so, however, that any such modjﬁcahon or am;lmt;l; tf'ul -
be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under :
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